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If you or someone you know is a shut-in, has 

an illness or is unable to worship with us due 

to other circumstances, please call the church 

office. 

 

The church phone number is:  717-843-8597 

OR 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive the monthly 

newsletter by email please contact the 

church office at (717) 843-8597 or send an 

email to 

firststjohns@verizon.net. 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS AND WORSHIP 

Sunday -              9:00 AM Bible Study 

                             11:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 

Monday- 

Panera bread distribution 9:00-11:00 AM 

Wednesday 

6:30 PM - Adult Choir  (September through May/June) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

 

www.firststjohns.org 

 

WELCOME 

Our calling is for all to know Jesus as Lord and be 
an effective magnet involving lives for Jesus Christ. 
Worship should always be focused on God, the 
time honored traditions of worship are observed 
here, we want worship to be glorifying to God, hon-
oring to God and reminding us of the greatness and 
glory of God. People say that they have truly wor-
shipped after our Sunday morning service. 

We are a very welcoming church and we want to 
help you to know Jesus.  

Contact Us 

Phone 717.843.8597 

 

E-Mail:  firststjohns@verizon.net  

 
First St. Johns Lutheran Church 
140 W. King St., York PA 17401 
 
Copyright © 2016 / All rights reserved. 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

Communion and Non-Communion, Services are 
held during the month, Non-Communion ser-
vices are held on the 5th Sunday of months with 
5 Sundays. 

We print bulletins in English (small and large 
print), and Chinese for morning worship. Please 
contact us in advance if you need a Spanish 
bulletin. 

PHONE: (717) 843-8597 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY    9:00 AM 

SERVICE           11:00 AM  
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THE TIME OF EASTER 
 

Lenten Season 

• Ash Wednesday 

• First Sunday in Lent 

• Second Sunday in Lent 

• Third Sunday in Lent 

• Fourth Sunday in Lent 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Holy Week 

• Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 

• Monday in Holy Week 

• Tuesday in Holy Week 

• Wednesday in Holy Week 

• Holy Thursday 

• Good Friday 

• Holy Saturday 
Easter Season 

• The Resurrection of Our Lord 

• Easter Vigil 

• Easter Dawn 

• Easter Day 

• Easter Evening/Monday 

• Easter Tuesday 

• Second Sunday of Easter 

• Third Sunday of Easter 

• Fourth Sunday of Easter 

• Fifth Sunday of Easter 

• Sixth Sunday of Easter 

• The Ascension of Our Lord 

• Seventh Sunday of Easter  

• Pentecost 

• Pentecost Eve 

• Day of Pentecost 

• Pentecost Evening/Monday 

• Pentecost Tuesday 
 

The Time of the Church 

The Season after Pentecost 
(Three-Year Lectionary) 

• Holy Trinity 

• Second through the Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

• Last Sunday of the Church Year 
 

http://www.firststjohns.com
http://www.firststjohns.com/bm2driskell@aol.com
http://www.firststjohns.com/
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SUNDAYS AND SEASONS  
Church Year   •   The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

In our daily lives we keep track of our activities and special events with a calendar. The church throughout the centuries 

has also “kept track” of days and seasons and commemorating special occasions with a calendar. 

The Christian church has continued to follow the example set in the Old Testament of structuring the year around the 

marvelous acts of salvation that God completed for us in his Son, Christ. We call this structure the Church Year. 

The church year calendar is organized into three sections: Sundays and seasons, feasts and festivals, and commemora-

tions.  The seasons of the church year are marked by certain liturgical colors. 

Found here are the Sundays and seasons in the cycles of the Church’s liturgical calendar: Christmas/Epiphany, 
Good Friday/Easter, and Pentecost, followed by the Time of the Church. 
fir 

 

The Time of Christmas 
 

Advent Season 

• First Sunday in Advent 

• Second Sunday in Advent 

• Third Sunday in Advent 

• Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Christmas Season 

• The Nativity of Our Lord 

• Christmas Eve 

• Christmas Midnight 

• Christmas Dawn 

• Christmas Day 

• First Sunday after Christmas 

• Second Sunday after Christmas 
Epiphany Season 

• The Epiphany of Our Lord 

• First Sunday after the Epiphany        
           The Baptism of Our Lord 

• Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

• Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

• Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

• Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

• Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany (three-year series only) 

• Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany (three-year series only) 

• Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany (three-year series only) 
 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany         
       The Transfiguration of Our Lord  
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APRIL 2024 

PARISH VISITOR 

MAY 2024 DEADLINE 
 

Articles Due         Friday, April 19th 

Send Date            Thursday, April 25th 

 

MEETINGS IN APRIL 

 

Worship Committee               To be announced 

Church Council –                  Tuesday, April 9th at 6:00 PM  

9:00 AM 

 

 

 

ANSWER TO MARCH PUZZLE 

  

April  7th- Communion (2nd Sunday of Easter). 

April 14th-Non-Communion (3rd Sunday of Easter). 

April 21st-Communion (4th Sunday of Easter). 

April 28th-Non-Communion (5th Sunday of Easter). 
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Answers for  March Puzzle on page 3. APRIL PUZZLE 
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Bonnie Abendschoen                          Karen Hildebrand   

138 Crown Pointe Drive                          Rest Haven Nursing Home 

York, PA 17402                                        Room 109   

                              York, PA 17403 
 

Dawn Frey                                        Becky Lupp    

Pleasant Acres Nursing                          1180 Ruxton Rd 

& Rehabilitation Center                          York, PA 17403     

118 Pleasant Acres Rd                                                 

 York, PA 17401                                        

Joyce Devan                                          Marguerite Beck 

103 B SpiriTrust                                      285 Hillside Terrace 

York, PA 17404                                        York, PA 17408 

If you are aware of any 
changes with those on the 
list please contact the 
church office. 

We encourage you to drop a 

card or letter to our shut-ins 

to let them know that they 

are missed and a valued 

member of the congregation. 

 

 

 

 
 

Kenneth William Linebaugh entered his eternal rest on 

Monday, March 18, 2024. We commend his family and friends 

to the comfort and care of our Lord and Savior,  

Who is the Resurrection and the Life. 

SHUT-INS 

Pen Mar Zone Lutheran Women in Mission 

Invites ALL women to a Spring Gathering  

Redeemer Lutheran / Church  

Saturday, April 20 / 9:30 am - 1 pm. 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers as of March 31, 2024 

CONTINUING NEEDS 
Christians especially in the Middle East– persecuted 
Prayer Warriors—Spirit is moving 
Helen Wu-Husband in nursing home 
Joyce Devan-Health issues 
Susan vanDyk-Baum 
Jeanne Noll-Health issue 
Ed Abendschoen-Health issues 
Bonnie Abendschoen-Health issues 
David-Health issues (friend of Ed & Bonnie Abendschoen). 
Fran Shoff-Health issues 
Tom Gibson-Health issues 
Mark Parent-Husband of Candy Parent, (Bill Lupp’s niece)-Heart Trans-
plant recovery 
Lois Stambaugh-Health issue 
Dave Stambaugh-Health issue 
Dawn Frey-Health issue 
Pierre-Paul Rodriguez-Health issues 
George Card-Health issues 
Sandra Hinkle-Health issues 
Jolene Schoff 
Amy (Stambaugh) Williams 
Carl Flandermyer   
Jerry Allison-Surgery recovery 
Austin Shroud-Health issues. *name corrected 
Carla Allison-Prayers for comfort 
Mark Reever-Health issue. Pray for Mark, his wife and children 
Nancy Hildebrand-Health issues 
Karen Hildebrand-Health issues-in hospital 
Janet Heath-Health issues 
Edward Hanes-Health issues 
Talmadge Hanes-Health issues 
Vicar Geoff Abendschoen-Health isssues 
Anna vanDyk-Health issues 
Karl vanDyk-Health issue 
Jim Van Laeys 
 

FIRST TIME REQUESTS 

Family of Ken Linebaugh-who went to be with the Lord 
 

SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
Bonnie Abendschoen                                            Joyce Devan  
Dawn Frey                                                             Marguerite Beck 
Becky Lupp                                                            Karen Hildebrand 
                                                            

LEADERS 

Vicar Geoff Abendschoen, Minister of Music Ken Sanders, Lay 
Leaders, Pastor Cosgrove, Pastor Zimmerman, Pastor Brasso, 
Pastor Seifferlein , Pastor Merrell, Pastor Banach, Pastor Robert-
son, Pastor Schaefer. Sally Hiller, David Maack. District President 
Bill Harmon 
 

 

   

   1th - Carlos Beck 

 21st - Dawn Frey 

 27th - Amy Williams 

  

PRAYER LIST (cont.) 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 

For all of God’s Gifts 
 

SPIRITUAL NEEDS 

For all those who do not know Jesus as Lord  
For our “action” committees/task forces 
Our Community and Families 

 

MILITARY 
 

POLICE 
Jonathan 

We remember in 
prayer those who 
are in need of 
God’s  
special presence in 
their lives due to  

 

Early May Birthdays 

1st - Daniel Stambaugh 
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June 21st 

 

 

ST. MARK (continued) 

 

 

According to Christian tradition, Mark also held a close relationship with St. 
Peter, who referred to Mark has 'his son' in his letter addressed to a num-
ber of churches in Asia Minor (1 Peter 5:13). Clement of Alexandria, Ire-
naeus and Papias all indicate that Mark was an interpreter for Peter. 

 Although Papias states Mark had not personally heard the Lord speak 
firsthand and, like Luke, Mark was not one of the twelve apostles, some 
believe Mark was likely speaking of himself when he wrote the description 
of Jesus' arrest in Gethsemani. "Now a young man followed him wearing 
nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They seized him, but he left the 
cloth behind and ran off naked" (Mark 14:51-52). 

 St. Mark lived for years in Alexandria, where he died as a martyr while 
being dragged through the streets. 

Mark's Gospel was probably written between 60 and 70 A.D., and was 
based upon the teachings of St. Peter. It is believed Mark provided both 
Luke and Matthew with basic sources for their Gospel's. 

 He was probably the first bishop of Alexandria, Egypt and the founder 
of the Church of Alexandria, although he is not mentioned in connection to 
the city by either Clement of Alexandria nor by Origen. 

 In 828, relics of St. Mark were stolen from Alexandria and taken to 
Venice, Italy. There they are enshrined in a beautiful cathedral dedicated to 
the saint. 

 St. Mark's symbol is a winged lion. This is believed to be derived from 
his description of St. John the Baptist, as "a voice of one crying out in the 
desert" (Mark 1:3). The wings come from Ezekiel's vision of four winged 
creatures as the evangelists. 

 He is often depicted as writing or holding his Gospel. He is sometimes 
shown as a bishop on a throne or as a man helping Venetian sailors. 

 St. Mark is the patron saint of Venice. His feast day is celebrated on 
April 25. 
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St. Mark 
 

 

 

  

 

 

This church year, we are in series "B" of the three year lectionary. The Gos-
pel of Mark is the main focus for series "B". But What do we know about 
Mark? 

 Much of what we know about St. Mark, the author of the Second Gos-
pel, comes largely from the New Testament and early Christian traditions. 
Mark the Evangelist is believed to be the 'John Mark' referred to in the Acts 
of the Apostles, the history of the early Church found in the Canon of the 
New Testament. 

 He was the son of Mary of Jerusalem (Acts 12:12) whose home be-
came a meeting place for the apostles. He is also the cousin of St. Barna-
bas (Colossians 4:10), a Levite and a Cypriot. 

 Mark joined St. Paul and St. Barnabas on their first missionary journey 
to Antioch in 44 A.D. When the group reached Cyprus, Christian tradition 
holds that Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem, possibly because he 
was missing his home (Acts 13:13). This incident may have caused Paul to 
question whether Mark could be a reliable missionary. This created a disa-
greement between Paul and Barnabas and led Paul to refuse Mark's ac-
companiment on their second journey to the churches of Cilicia and the 
rest of Asia Minor. 

 However, it can be assumed the troubles between Paul and Mark did 
not last long, because when Paul was first imprisoned, Mark, who was at 
the time in Rome with plans of visiting Asia Minor, visited him as one of his 
trusted companions (Col 4:10). 

 Mark's hopes to visit Asia Minor were most likely carried out, because 
during Paul's second captivity and just before his martyrdom, Paul wrote to 
Timothy at Ephesus advising him to "take Mark and bring him with you [to 
Rome], for he is profitable to me for the ministry" (2 Timothy 4:11). If Mark 
returned to Rome at this time, he was probably there when Paul was mar-
tyred. 

   

7 

 

 

FREE Breads and  Desserts  

DONATED Weekly BY:  Panera Bread  

to First St. John’s Lutheran Church 

140 W. King St., York, PA 17401 

EVERY MONDAY 
From 9:00 through 11:00 am - Pickup at the church 

Doors open at 9:00 am  

 

 

WOMEN’S CARE CENTER 

Formerly Pregnancy & Family  

Resource Center 

40 South Richland Avenue 

York, PA 17404 

Phone: (717) 854-6285 

 

 

FIRST ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

WE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE YOU.  

ENJOY OUR “LIVE” WORSHIP. 
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Lois Hollinger, Lois Stambaugh,  Dave Stambaugh,  

Beverly Card,  Zihong (Andy) Su, Jack Robertson 

Ken Sanders, 

Minister of Music 

It is hard to believe that this year's Lenten season is over. The series that was 

used, "Guided to the Cross," was inspirational and thought provoking. It was 

good that we could share pastors with our sister congregations of Good Shep-

herd, Redeemer, and St. John. 

 A big thank you to all who were involved this year! The people who pro-

vided the food for our mid-week Lenten meals: the Stambaugh family, the 

LWML, the Choir, the Men's group, and the Rodriquez family. The Altar guild for 

setting up the altar area for the various services. The pastors that helped out 

while our vicar was healing. Nancy H. for securing sponsors for the palms and 

flowers and then ordering them. The Choir for all their hard work in providing 

some very special music. Bill L. for all his hard work in making sure there were 

bulletins for every single service, both here and for St. Paul's. And then for our 

guest trumpeter for making the Easter service more festive. 

 The Alms Fund for the second quarter will be for the Harvest of Blessing, a 

non-profit group, who provide food, clothing. They also gather toys at Christ-

mas to hand out to those who are less fortunate. 

 For many years, Harvest of Blessing operated out of our church. They 

have always been kind to us in sharing some snack type food with us when 

they received an over abundance of it. 

So, for the months of April, May, and June, the alms will be given to then to 

help the needy.  
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Second Quarter Alms Fund Recipient 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 20 Years of Service 

About Harvest of Blessing 

Who We Are 

Harvest of Blessing is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

combating hunger and providing clothing to those in need. Our 

mission is to stomp out hunger, one family at a time. We believe 

that no one should have to go hungry or without proper cloth-

ing, and we work hard to make sure that our community has ac-

cess to these basic necessities. 

 

Our Services 

Our food has been donated to help us with our mission to help 
God's people. Our clothing pantry provides gently used cloth-
ing for all ages. We accept donations of clothing, shoes, and 
accessories to help those in need. Our volunteers sort and or-
ganize the clothing to ensure that our clients can easily find 
what they need. 

 

Our Volunteer Staff 

Our dedicated team of volunteers is what makes our organiza-
tion possible. We are proud to have individuals from all walks 
of life come together to make a difference in our community.  

 


