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If you or someone you know is a shut-in, has 

an illness or is unable to worship with us due 

to other circumstances, please call the church 

office. 

 

The church phone number is:  717-843-8597 

OR 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive the monthly 

newsletter by email please contact the 

church office at (717) 843-8597 or send an 

email to 

firststjohns@verizon.net. 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS AND WORSHIP 

Sunday -              9:00 AM Bible Study 

                             11:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 

Monday- 

Panera bread distribution 9:00-11:00 AM 

Wednesday 

6:30 PM - Adult Choir  (September through May/June) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

 

www.firststjohns.org 

 

WELCOME 

Our calling is for all to know Jesus as Lord and be 
an effective magnet involving lives for Jesus Christ. 
Worship should always be focused on God, the 
time honored traditions of worship are observed 
here, we want worship to be glorifying to God, hon-
oring to God and reminding us of the greatness and 
glory of God. People say that they have truly wor-
shipped after our Sunday morning service. 

We are a very welcoming church and we want to 
help you to know Jesus.  

Contact Us 

Phone 717.843.8597 

 

E-Mail:  firststjohns@verizon.net  

 
First St. Johns Lutheran Church 
140 W. King St., York PA 17401 
 
Copyright © 2016 / All rights reserved. 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

Communion and Non-Communion, Services are 
held during the month, Non-Communion ser-
vices are held on the 5th Sunday of months with 
5 Sundays. 

We print bulletins in English (small and large 
print), and Chinese for morning worship. Please 
contact us in advance if you need a Spanish 
bulletin. 

PHONE: (717) 843-8597 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY    9:00 AM 

SERVICE           11:00 AM  
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Guided to the Cross 

 

 Lent is a season when we are guided to the cross. Throughout this 
holy time, we are drawn to Calvary to live in forgiveness, hope, love, 
peace, trust and perseverance. Each week, the services in this series re-
veal how Christ and his cross serve as examples for us of how to live our 
lives for and through our crucified Lord and Savior. 

 Join us for the Guided to the Cross special service for Ash Wednes-
day, as we are drawn to Calvary to receive forgiveness. In word and song, 
we contemplate how to live lives of forgiving one another as we have been 
forgiven by Christ through the cross. 

 Join us for the Guided to the Cross special service for Week 1 of Lent, 
as we are drawn to Calvary to receive peace. In word and song, we con-
template how to live lives of peace in our hearts, souls and minds through 
Christ, who brought peace between us and God by the cross. 

 Join us for the Guided to the Cross special service for Week 2 of Lent, 
as we are drawn to Calvary to deepen our trust. In word and song, we con-
template how to live lives of trust in God, who entrusted his Son, Jesus, on 
the cross for our sake. 

 Join us for the Guided to the Cross special service for Week 3 of Lent, 
as we are drawn to Calvary to receive hope. In word and song, we contem-
plate how to live lives of hope as we remember that Christ went to the 
cross to save us forevermore. 

 Join us for the Guided to the Cross special service for Week 4 of Lent, 
as we are drawn to Calvary to receive love. In word and song, we contem-
plate how to live lives of love in response to the love Christ showed us on 
the cross. 

 Join us for the Guided to the Cross special service for Week 5 of Lent, 
as we are drawn to Calvary to grow in perseverance. In word and song, we 
contemplate how to live lives of perseverance in the midst of strife in the 
name of Jesus, who endured the cross to the very end for us all. 

 

http://www.firststjohns.com
http://www.firststjohns.com/bm2driskell@aol.com
http://www.firststjohns.com/
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FEBRUARY 2024 

PARISH VISITOR 

MARCH 2024 DEADLINE 
 

Articles Due         Friday, 23rd  

Send Date            Thursday, 28th 

 

MEETINGS IN JANUARY 

 

Worship Committee               To be announced 

Church Council –                  Tuesday, February 13th at 6:00 PM  

 

9:00 AM 

 

 

 
ANSWER TO JANUARY PUZZLE 

February 4th-Communion (5th Sunday After Epiphany). 

February 11th-Non-Communion (The Transfiguration Of Our Lord). 

February 18th-Communion (1st Sunday In Lent). 

February 25th-Non-Communion (2nd Sunday In Lent). 
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VICAR REPORT 

JANUARY 2024 

The CTSFW SMP Program: The Winter 2023 course "Prophets-
Christ & His Mission Foretold" has reconvened as of January 8th. 

 

 

day 
 

The next Winkel meeting will be in February 2024 at St. Matthew Lu-
theran Church in Bel Air, Md. 

Advent mid-week services were well attended. It was a good time of 
worship and fellowship. Thanks to all who volunteered to provide lunch 
and dinner at each church respectively. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Vicar Geoff Abendschoen 

VICAR REPORT 
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CARING FOR MY NEIGHBOR 

 

If any of the Ten Commandments might tempt us to think that keeping the Law 

is easy, it would be the Fifth Commandment. After all, how hard is it to get 

through life without murdering somebody? The vast majority of people can handle 

that! 

But Jesus famously blows up this notion by pointing out that the command, “you 

shall not murder,” goes much deeper — down to the heart.  

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that everyone 

who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his 

brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be lia-

ble to the hell of fire. (Matt. 5:21–22) 

Hatred and disdain come from the same sort of crookedness of heart as murder. 

With both murder and hatred, you look down on another person and think them 

of little worth.  

In the Small Catechism, Luther also points out that every “do not” in the com-

mandments also includes a “do this:” “We should fear and love God so that we do 

not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body but help and support him in every phys-

ical need” (SC, Fifth Commandment, emphasis added). 

We are not called merely to avoid evil; we must also do positive good.  

So when Jesus drew near to us and became our neighbor by taking up our hu-

manity, He came not only to avoid harming us, but He came to positively help us, 

bless us and serve us.  

We are now called to show the love to our neighbors that Christ showed to us. 

Your neighbor is yet another gift that God has given you that requires your stew-

ardship. We are called to show mercy, to be kind, to love and serve our neighbor. 

One aspect of this stewardship is financial: our neighbors need us to support the 

church’s work so that they can hear the Gospel and come to faith. Our neighbors 

need the church’s alms and mercy work. Our neighbors need our faithful service 

in all we do in the name of Christ. 
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Bonnie Abendschoen   

138 Crown Pointe Drive   

York, PA 17402      
 

Dawn Frey                                        Becky Lupp    

Pleasant Acres Nursing                          1180 Ruxton Rd 

& Rehabilitation Center                          York, PA 17403     

118 Pleasant Acres Rd                                                 

 York, PA 17401                                        

Joyce Devan                                          Marguerite Beck 

2408 Lovegren Court                               285 Hillside Terrace 

York, PA 17404                                        York, PA 17408 

If you are aware of any 
changes with those on the 
list please contact the 
church office. 

We encourage you to drop a 

card or letter to our shut-ins 

to let them know that they 

are missed and a valued 

member of the congregation. 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers as of February 4, 2024 

CONTINUING NEEDS 
Christians especially in the Middle East– persecuted 
Prayer Warriors—Spirit is moving 
Helen Wu-Husband in nursing home 
Joyce Devan-Health issues 
Susan vanDyk-Baum 
Jeanne Noll-Health issue 
Ed Abendschoen-Health issues 
Bonnie Abendschoen-Health issues 
David-Health issues (friend of Ed & Bonnie Abendschoen). 
Fran Shoff-Health issues 
Tom Gibson-Health issues 
Mark Parent-Husband of Candy Parent, (Bill Lupp’s niece)-Heart Trans-
plant recovery 
Anna vanDyk-Health issues 
Vicar Geoff Abendschoen-Health issue 
Karl vanDyk-Health issue 
Lois Stambaugh-Health issue 
Dave Stambaugh-Health issue 
Dawn Frey-Health issue 
Pierre-Paul Rodriguez-Health issues 
George Card-Health issues 
Sandra Hinkle-Health issues 
Jolene Schoff 
Amy (Stambaugh) Williams 
Carl Flandermyer   
Jerry Allison-Surgery recovery 
Austin Shroud-Health issues. *name corrected 
Carla Allison-Prayers for comfort 
Mark Reever-Health issue. Pray for Mark, his wife and children 
Ken Linebaugh-Health issues 
Nancy Hildebrand-Health issues 
Karen Hildebrand-Health issues-in hospital 
Janet Heath-Health issues 
Edward Hanes-Health issues 
Talmadge Hanes-Health issues 
Geoff Abendschoen-Health isssues 
 

FIRST TIME REQUESTS 
 

SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
Bonnie Abendschoen                                            Joyce Devan  
Dawn Frey                                                             Marguerite Beck 
Becky Lupp  
                                                            

LEADERS 

Vicar Geoff Abendschoen, Minister of Music Ken Sanders, Lay 
Leaders, Pastor Cosgrove, Pastor Zimmerman, Pastor Brasso, 
Pastor Seifferlein , Pastor Merrell, Pastor Banach, Pastor Robert-
son, Pastor Schaefer. Sally Hiller, David Maack. District President 
Bill Harmon 
 

 

   

5th - Edward Abendschoen IV 

11th - Sylvia Barclay 

12th - Michael Beck 

15th - Lois Stambaugh 

20th - Joyce Devan 

29th - Bryan Santini 

PRAYER LIST (cont.) 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 

For all of God’s Gifts 
 

SPIRITUAL NEEDS 

For all those who do not know Jesus as Lord  
For our “action” committees/task forces 
Our Community and Families 

 

MILITARY 
 

POLICE 
Jonathan 

We remember in 
prayer those who are 
in need of God’s  
special presence in 
their lives due to  
special needs:  

 

Early March Birthdays 

     7th - Jerry Allison 

      7th - Dane Smith 

    13th - Rebecca Lupp 
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June 21st 

LENTEN WORSHIP-FIRST ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sunday Mornings 

 Come, worship with us and hear about our Savior's ultimate gift of love for us on Sun-

day mornings at 11:00 A.M. 

February 18 

February 25 

March 3 

March 10 

March 17 

Ash Wednesday  Feb. 14, 7:00 P.M. 

Wednesday Evenings 

 Begin by having a light supper at 6:00 P.M. in the fellowship room. Then join in a spe-

cial series of sermons for Lent at 7:00 P.M. 

February 21 

February 28 

March 6 

March 13 

March 20 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

There will be three opportunities to worship the "suffering Savior." 

Palm / Passion Sunday 

Sunday, March 24, 11:00 A.M. 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, March 28, 7:00 P.M. 

Good Friday 

Friday March 29, 7:00 P.M. 

This evening worship will be a choral Tenebrae service.  The hymn, "Were You There" will be 

the focus.  
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LENTEN WORSHIP-ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sunday Mornings 

 Come, worship with us and hear about our Savior's ultimate gift of love for us on Sun-

day mornings at 9:00 A.M. 

February 18 

February 25 

March 3 

March 10 

March 17 

Ash Wednesday  Feb. 14, 12:00 P.M. 

Wednesday Noon 

 Begin in the sanctuary for worship at 12:00 P.M.  Then, have lunch in the fellowship 

hall. 

February 21 

February 28 

March 6 

March 13 

March 20 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

There will be three opportunities to worship the "suffering Savior." 

Palm / Passion Sunday 

Sunday, March 24, 9:00 A.M. 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, March 28, 12:00 P.M. 

Good Friday 

Friday March 29, 12:00 P.M. 
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FREE Breads and  Desserts  

DONATED Weekly BY:  Panera Bread  

to First St. John’s Lutheran Church 

140 W. King St., York, PA 17401 

EVERY MONDAY 
From 9:00 through 11:00 am - Pickup at the church 

Doors open at 9:00 am  

 

 

WOMEN’S CARE CENTER 

Formerly Pregnancy & Family  

Resource Center 

40 South Richland Avenue 

York, PA 17404 

Phone: (717) 854-6285 

 

 

FIRST ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

WE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE YOU.  

ENJOY OUR “LIVE” WORSHIP. 

 

 

 

 

 

1ST QUARTER 

ALMS 

 

CHURCH  

ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM 
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Lois Hollinger, Lois Stambaugh,  

Dave Stambaugh, Beverly Card,  

Zihong (Andy) Su. 

Ken Sanders, 

Minister of Music 

The Lenten season starts this month with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, 

February 14 at 7:00 PM.  The title of this year's series is "Guided to the 

Cross." Please read the article, elsewhere in this newsletter, that gives 

more information about the series. Also, check out the information on the 

whole Lent/Holy Week/Easter schedule provided in this newsletter.  

 There are three pastors and our vicar that will be rotating and 

preaching at First St. John's/St. Paul's, Good Shepherd, St. John, and Re-

deemer. 

 There will be a sign up sheet in the back of the church concerning 

the suppers before each mid-week Wednesday night service. The choir 

will make and serve the first one on Wednesday, February 21. Any of the 

groups in our church or individual families are welcome to sign up to 

make and serve one of the meals. 

 During the season of Lent, the Bible class will be using the accompa-

nying study for the series we are using, "Guided to the Cross." It is six ses-

sions long. If you would like to see what Bible class is like, come and be a 

part of the Lenten study. Remember, only six sessions. We start at 9:00 AM 

with fellowship, coffee, and a variety of "goodies." Then we get into the 

study from 9:30 to 10:30. 

9 

 

 

 

BIBLE PUZZLE  

FOR FEBRUARY 
Answers for  Puzzle on page 3. 


