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PASTORýS CORNER 

ñI thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers,ò Paul wrote this to his brother in Christ Philemon. Ya, you can kind of think that it was just 
kind of a pro-forma, what pastors are supposed to say. Pastors are human, maybe a lot of times pastors donôt feel so thankful. Paul goes on to write: 
ñbecause I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints,ñ  Should we remember everyone in prayer? Yes... 
but... Itôs as in giving gifts. One of ministry in a down-town, challenging, is that we have limited resources, of everything. Yes people at First Saint Johns 
have provided, although there is more that we could do, we do a lot for what we have. But no matter what we have only so much time, material and mon-
ey to work with. What weôve done with what we have has been remarkable, but that doesnôt mean we are careless with it. Our first responsibility is to our 
brothers and sisters in Jesus. That doesnôt mean everyone who comes to the door saying ñLord, Lord....ò Jesus had those people: ñESV Matthew 7:22 On 
that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?' ESV 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'ò Lot of people who like to say ñLord, 
Lord...ò and they donôt know what theyôre talking about and they donôt care. They have no compunction about coming to a church and ñexpectingò people 
to hand them things for no good reason. We canôt do that. We do our best and considering, we do very well in reaching out. We are not here to be a social 
service agency, the church of Jesus Christ has a mission that includes baptizing and making disciples. If we are not doing that we are not a Christian 

Church.  

This is all not to say that we shouldnôt be doing these things. Joyce and Gordon came up with a divinely inspired plan to benefit two separate ministries 
while benefiting from our Thrivent action dollars. Buying chocolate and coffee from Lutheran World Relief to help farmers in Central/South America derive 
more profit from their coffee/coco plants, sell those products here and then provide the profits for our Spanish ministry under our Vicar Jose Montalvo. 

Gordon and Joyce are to be congratulated for such an inspired effort.  

I certainly pray that youôve had a Merry and Blessed Christmas, the special times of Advent and Christmas have been held, weôve had this time of joy and 
celebration. But now we need to refocus on the work of the Great Commission, Matthew 28: 16-20. Our responsibility first and foremost is to disciple and 
be discipled to build disciples for the Kingdom. With all due respect, that is something that the Church as a whole has done very poorly for at least the last 

two generations and the church is reaping the results of that now.  

We at First St Johns are at the seven year mark, and research has shown that In both church plants and renewals, the seventh year is either when the 
church in question starts to grow, or continues to pretty much fade away. Weôre at an interesting and somewhat encouraging crossroad. We are still pretty 
much the same despite the losses that would be expected from what started out to be an aged church. We have become much more open to those 
around us. I realized at the Reformation Walk we held in October, of those who were participating, I was one of the few that was native American English 
speaker. People are Spanish speaking, French-Creole, Chinese, grew up in Canada. We have many more members who live in the downtown area. This 
is all good and we still have the traditional European background people who commute from the suburbs. We are showing that such a membership mix-
ture can work, just as it did in the Acts Church. And means that we do have the potential to grow. But if we are to do that it needs to be in terms of building 
disciples. We cannot be here just to hand things out and not expect that those people who feel they need material help, and not emphasize that their ulti-

mate need is the Holy Spirit and the eternal resurrection.  

I intend to reemphasize our need to grow disciples in this new year. That is the only way to grow and truly serve Christ, what He will truly bless as befitting 
His church. When we have people properly discipled the members of our church the results will be seen in the outreach of First Saint Johns. When youôre 
on a jet plane, they tell you to put the oxygen mask on first, then someone who needs help. You canôt do either one of you any good if you pass out from 
lack of oxygen. There has been a serious lack of spiritual oxygen in the church and we need to remedy that in order to serve the Kingdom. Matthew tells 
of the ten virgins, five who were wise and saved their oil for what was truly important, the return of the bridegroom and we know that Jesus is the bride-
groom in that story. There were five foolish virgins, they missed out because they werenôt responsible for what they had been taught in Jesus and they 
were shut out of the feast, that being our eternal resurrection. We need to grow disciples, continue to provide for that oil in the church and enable others 
to be a part of the marriage feast of the Lamb. If not we will be held accountable. Prayers for our New Year, letôs grow in our discipleship of Jesus and as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. May the Lord richly bless you.  
 

 

 

Pastorôs corner in Spanish on page 9 
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                      Be together at First St. Johnôs - Your Community Church and Your Family in JESUS 
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Donôt forget - Big, hot prayer breakfast at 
the church. the last Tuesday of the month. 

Neighbors are invited.  

Breakfast is at 8:30 AM.   

We will have prayer following the breakfast. 

 

Pastor Jim conducts a Bible 

study and coffee break each 

Wednesday at 10 AM, at  the 

Green Bean Roasting Company. 

Members of the business commu-

nity and the general public are 

invited to take a break and stop 

by. Free parking for the duration 

of the study may be had on the 

church's parking lot. For more in-

formation, phone 717 -843-8597. 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS AND WORSHIP 
Sunday -             Christian Education  9:00 AM  

                            Sunday Worship    10:30 AM 

                            1:30 PM - Prayer Meeting  

                            Spanish Service 

                            5:00-6:00 PM Bible Study  
                            6:00-6:30 PM Dinner 

                            6:30-8:30 PM Service 

Monday -            PASTORôS DAY OFF 

                            9:00 AM -Vicar Montalvo Prayer 

Tuesday -           8:30 AM-Prayer Breakfast-First St. Johnôs (Last Tuesday of the month) 

                            3:30-5:00 PM - Kickboxing 

                            6:00-8:00 PM Young Lives (every other Tuesday) 

                            6:30 PM - Alcoholics Anonymous 

Wednesday        10:00 AM - Morning Bible Study at Church 

                            6:30 PM - Adult Choir 

 

Thursday           9:00 AM Matins 

                           11:00 AM - Employment Support Group 

                           3:30-5:00 PM - Kickboxing 

                           5:30-6:00 PM -Private Confession in sanctuary 

                           6:30 PM - Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

 

Saturday          Kickboxing 11:30 AM / 1:00 PM - Martial Arts 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OUR  WEBSITE ADDRESS:  www.firststjohns.com  

WELCOME 

The mission of this church is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ! 

Our major objective is for all to know Jesus as Lord and be an 
effective magnet involving lives for Jesus Christ.  Worship should 
always be focused on God, the time honored traditions of worship 
are observed here, we want worship to be glorifying to God, hon-
oring to God and reminding us of the greatness and glory of God. 
People say that they have truly worshipped after our Sunday 
morning service. 

We are a very welcoming church and we want to help you to 
know Jesus. Come in and talk to Pastor Jim and become part of 
the Body of Christ here at First St Johns Church. 

Contact Us 

Pastor Rev. Jim Driskell 
Phone 717.843.8597 

E-Mail:  bm2driskell@aol.com  

First St. Johns Lutheran Church 

140 W. King St., York PA  17401 

Copyright É 2016 / All rights reserved. 
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8:30 AM Matins  

10:30 AM Morning Service 
 

SPANISH SERVICE 

       5:00-6:00 PM Bible Study  

6:00-6:30 PM Dinner 

 6:30-8:30 PM Service 

Communion services are held on the second 
and fourth Sundays of the month, and the 5th 
Sunday of those months with 5 Sundays.  

(The third Sunday service is a Matins Ser-
vice).  

Our healing service is on the second Sunday 
of the month (after the morning service). 

We print bulletins in English (small and large 

print), Spanish and Chinese for morning wor-

ship. 
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Our church will be selling coffee to help support Vicar Montalvo and the Lutheran  

World Relief farmers. The church obtained a Thrivent action grant to purchase the coffee. Orders 

are now being taken for the coffee  

Please help support Jose and the farmers.  

Contact Gordon Moul at (717) 266 -4212 for more information.  

HARVEST OF BLESSING  
 

Provides an after school meal for children between the ages of 4-18 at First St. John�¶s Lutheran 
church, 140 West King Street, York PA 17401. Phone number [717-843-8597]. 

�5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� 

The meals are served Monday through Thursday from 3:00ï4:30 PM.  
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